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Science



GCSE Sciences at NKS:

o Students can follow one of two routes through GCSE Sciences: Triple Science or Combined Science.

o Currently all Y10 students are timetabled in Science lessons together. 

o During Year 10 all classes are taught the same content, and we regularly assess and collect data. 

o This means that in Year 10 students are not locked into either pathway and can gain either 
qualification at the end of Year 11.

In Term 6 of Year 10 we the Science Department will use all of their data alongside our prior 
experience and professional judgement to select the qualification that works best for each 
individual student. This is then communicated with parents and students

Once we have established the numbers of students that will follow each course, they then determine 
how many Triple and Combined Science classes to offer

 



What is the difference?
Triple Science Combined Science

Students will gain three discrete GCSE grades

Students sit 6 exam papers in Year 11. Each 
one being 1 hour 45 minutes

This qualification contains additional subject 
content (this equates to approximately 30% 
for each of the science subjects)

Accounts for approximately 15% of all 
Science entries nationally (2025 data)

Students will gain two linked GCSE grades

Students sit 6 exam papers in Year 11. Each 
one being 1 hour 15 minutes

Accounts for approximately 85% of all 
Science entries nationally and is the National 
Curriculum requirement (2025 data)

Both qualifications allow students access to A Level Sciences (providing that the entry requirements 
are met).

Students studying both courses have access to top grades (with dedicated study)



Why two routes?

oStudents who go onto study Combined Science are tested on two 
thirds of the content that their peers studying Triple Science will 
cover (in the same lesson time)

oConsequently, higher grades can sometimes be more easily 
accessible for Combined Science students. 

oOnce students are studying 8 or more GCSEs (as is the case at NKS), 
it is the grades that they gain, and not the number of GCSES that 
dictates whether students can meet entry requirements for schools, 
colleges, universities and apprenticeships or employment.



Headlines at NKS:

oScience subjects are very strong at NKS

o2/3 of Chemistry students gained a 8+

o1/4 Triple Chemistry students secured a grade 9



Careers

Mrs Vernon



Careers:

Key events in Year 10

Work Experience
• 5 days in person or virtual work 

experience from Monday 12th – 
Friday 16th July 2027 

• All placements to be confirmed via 
Unifrog - details to be shared in PD 
lessons in Term 3.

Mock Interviews
• All students invited to have a 
1-2-1 interview with a local business 
volunteer here in school
• Students will have support to 

create a CV and covering letter
• Practise interview techniques
• Be provided with bespoke 

feedback



Key Dates – Year 10



PPEs

• PPEs are a great way for teachers and the school to develop an 
understanding of students’ strengths and areas for improvement.

• All teachers emphasise the importance of focusing on PPEs and doing 
well.

• PPEs will begin on Monday 26th April and last for two weeks.

• The sooner revision begins, the more manageable it will feel and the 
more effective it will be.



What are our expectations of students?

• Students take ownership of their own learning.
• They develop resilience.
• Willingness to study independently.
• Desire to be part of the wider school community.
• Aim high.
• Enjoy their time in school.
• Always try their best.



Attendance counts



Moments Matter; Attendance 
counts:

Key Finding

On average, there is a 1 grade decrease per 13 days of 
absence.



Key Finding

Missing just 10 days of Year 11 reduced the likelihood of 
achieving grade 5 in English and Maths by around 50%. 

Moments Matter; Attendance 
counts:



Attendance:



Data & Monitoring:





Guided Learning Hours:

Every GCSE is designed to take 

120 guided learning hours 

120 hours over 2 years.

For a student studying 10 GCSES this is 1200 hours study in 
the classroom.

It does not include time spent on revision or homework 
outside of the classroom.



We have heard it all before…

“I have no homework to do….”



Identify, Review, Test

Identify

Review

Test

Here you identify gaps in knowledge 
with a PLC.

Review of learning/revision to deal 
with gaps.

This could be an exam question 
under timed conditions. This is to 
test that the therapy has worked.



Identify:

R.A.G IT
• I can answer easily.

• I know it but would 
need some prompts.

• I don’t know it without 
my notes.



Curriculum:



Curriculum:



Review:



Test:



Do not let your grades 
limit your options. 



How can you support your son?

1. Have discussions regarding upcoming monitoring deadlines.

2. Access Satchel One on a regular basis.

3. If possible, provide a dedicated workspace at home.

4. Attend parents evening.

5. Ask for help from us if it is needed.

6. Set out clear expectations at home.

7. Support the need for independent study at home.

8. Support enrichment activities and any work experience 

9. Talk to them/ Challenge them

10.  Become an involved member of the school community. 
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