
Key Dates – Year 7

• Tonight’s 
presentation 

will be shared 
with all Year 7 
parents later 

this week
• Do not worry if 

you miss a slide 
or need a recap 
as you will be 
able to do this 
when it is sent 

out 



Welcome to Year 7 
Parental Information 
Evening



Knatchbull Baccalaureate

• Our students’ experience in school is built on 
four key pillars that make up the ‘The Knatchbull 
Baccalaureate’ (Knatch. Bacc.):
• Academic
• Extra-Curricular
• Community
• Excel and extend



Part 1 – The Passport

• It is an expectation that all students will keep a log 
of their progress through completing the Knatch 
Bacc Passport.

• In the passport students will record examples of 
how you have met the four pillars.

• The Passport will be available on Teams.
• This will be checked by either me or a member of 

SLT.





• Increased 
from 60% to 
80% in 
maths.

• Achieved 
mastery in 
two subject.

• Completed 
the Knatch 
Bacc book 
review task 
and 
achieved 
outstanding 
submission.

• Attend 
chess club.

• Volunteer 
at Ashford 
Museum.

• Completed 
a 
sponsored 
cycle.

• Submitted 
the DT 
summer 
project.

• Listened to 
4 History 
podcasts.



Part 2 – The Tasks

• Every two weeks I will set an optional new task for Year 7 
to complete at home.

• Tasks will consider topics such as exploring space, 
looking at your family tree and mythical beasts.

• Each submission will be given a points score of 1, 3 or 5.
• 1 – Submission.
• 3 – Good Submission.
• 5 – Outstanding Submission.



Part 2 – The Tasks

• The points received for the Knatch Bacc directly link to 
achievement points.

• These points will accumulate to various levels of 
certificates – again receiving more achievement points.

• All tasks will be set via Teams where students will upload 
their submissions for me to view. 



My Child is already very busy…

▪These challenges are aimed at students who do not 
already have activities outside of lessons or who want 
more to do.
▪All students are welcome to join in if they want to.
▪Evidence of extra-curricular activities run by outside 

groups will not be required.
▪All students must participate in the record keeping 

of the Knatchbull Baccalaureate and must review 
their life balance.



English – Year 7 – 
Ms Burton



• Year 7 and (Year 8 group) are 
taught in their tutor groups 
and have 8 lessons per 
fortnight

• Each Year 7 group will study the 
English curriculum plus a writing 
unit that will focus on their 
discursive, narrative and 
descriptive writing skills 
throughout year 7. This unit has 
been designed to embed 
grammar,  sentence structures, 
writing conventions and formal 
writing styles.

What do students in Year 7 study?

Term Curriculum Writing

1 Childhood – poetry, 
fiction and non-fiction

Descriptive 
writing

2 Sawbones - novel Writing in 
character

3&4 Shakespeare Discursive 
writing

5&6 Gothic – The Woman in 
Black

Narrative 
writing



Century
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How we approach this.
 

▪ Every student will complete 
diagnostic tests for reading, 
writing and spelling

▪ If we are concerned we will 
invite students to intervention 
session to focus on reading 
skills during Form time and 
Lunch time.

▪ We will monitor Century and 
assessments to record 
progress.

▪ Most texts books have a 
reading age of at least 14 years 
old

Homework:
Term 1- all students will receive 3 
nuggets a week.
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Every student should:

• Have a reading book on them during the 
school day

• Be reading everyday as part of their 
English homework

• Be able to talk and discuss their reading 
book

• Be reading at least one book a term – 
beyond their English text

Every English Lessons starts with reading for pleasure and 

/ or a reading activity
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Reading challenge.

From Term 2 students will be 
taking part in the reading 
challenge when reading will 
become a formal part of the 
homework alongside  Century.
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How can I help?
 Reading for pleasure is obviously 

important but is different to reading 
for meaning.

Question, Question, Question.
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How can I help?

Tutor time:
DEAR time
Spellings
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Practise, Practise, Practise
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Why is whole school Literacy Important?

• Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak and listen in a way that lets 
us communicate effectively and make sense of the world

• Competence and confidence in literacy, including competence in 
grammar, spelling and the spoken word, are essential for progress in 
all areas of the curriculum. Because of this, all teachers have 
responsibility for promoting language and literacy development. Every 
teacher in each area of the curriculum needs to find opportunities to 
encourage young people to explain their thinking, debate their ideas 
and read and write at a level which will help them to develop their 
language skills further.

• Links to Thinking Harder – challenging ideas and applying these to 
work.
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How can you help?
 

1. Read everyday – but challenging (age appropriate texts)

2. Develop vocabulary – learn new words and use them in your 
writing

3. Learn and use your subject terminology

4. Correct spellings, look them up in a dictionary

5. Talk  - discuss school work and challenge ideas. Think 
beyond the obvious answer and support with evidence, 
examples





Maths – Year 7 – 
Mrs Bird







Quick Facts

• All homework needs to be 
completed to 100%

• Students will get a new task 
each week (except for school 
holidays)

• Homework should take about 30 
minutes per week



Teacher View





How can I help as a parent?

• Remind students to write down 
their working

• Encourage them to complete their 
homework early

• Check your emails to see if your 
child has completed Sparx each 
week



Meet the Team for Year 7

Mr W Trafford 

Head of Year 7

wtrafford@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mrs S Parsonage

Student Support Manager for Year 7

sparsonage@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mr Uttin 

SENCO

puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mr R Hoyte

Head of KS3/Senior Leadership Team

RHoyte@nks.kent.sch.uk

 

Miss Neale

Pupil Premium/FSM/Senior 
Leadership Team 

sneale@nks.kent.sch.uk

mailto:wtrafford@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:sparsonage@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:RHoyte@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk


Tutor Team

7A Mr Hunt ahunt@nks.kent.sch.uk

7B Mr Rowe lrowe@nks.kent.sch.uk

7BA Mrs Vernes dvernes@nks.kent.sch.uk

7H Ms Burton sburton@nks.kent.sch.uk

7K Mr Ghale sghale@nks.kent.sch.uk

7L Mr Elford oelford@nks.kent.sch.uk

7W Mrs Clark lclark@nks.kent.sch.uk

mailto:kestcourt@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:aleonard@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:meldridge@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:gcarter@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:smeredith@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:lmegaw@nks.kent.sch.uk
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NKS Mission Statement

At The Norton Knatchbull School we are proud of our history, tradition 
and achievements, at the same time as looking to the future for fresh 
challenges.

• We value each individual for whom they are and their ability to 
improve and grow.

• We share mutual respect based on care, integrity and trust.
• We are inspired by a passion for creative and demanding learning 

experiences.
• We work with the wider community to make a positive difference.
• We celebrate our achievements, both in the classroom and beyond.

•We celebrate our achievements, both in the classroom and beyond.
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What are Our Expectations of Students?

• Students take ownership of their own learning

• They develop resilience

• Willingness to study independently

• Desire to be part of the wider school community

• Aim high

• Enjoy their time in school

• Always try their best
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Rewards at NKS

• Success should be celebrated

• We are proud of our student and their 
attitude towards learning.  Last year students 
at the school amassed over 100,000 
merit/house points!

• Y7 received 25,000 positive achievement 
points

• Celebration assemblies and reward trips take 
place throughout the year to celebrate this 
success

• Last year we rewarded pupils with visits to 
FlipOut, Hollywood Bowl and Chessington for 
example

• Every time a member of staff gives a 
merit/house point out you will receive a 
notification from Arbor.

• You will find a copy of the rewards policy in 
the behaviour policy on the school website. 
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Sanctions
• The vast majority of our students are well behaved and are 

enthusiastic about their learning.

• We have high expectations of our students and our 
behaviour policy reflects this.

• We follow a two strike policy in lessons

• Pupils are helped to take responsibility for their actions.

• Families are involved in behaviour incidents to foster good 
relationships between the school and pupils’ home life.

• When a student receives a sanction/detention the parent 
will be informed via an email about the details of why that 
young person has a detention.

• We have incorporated automatic centralised L1 detentions 
within 24 Hours of the incident happening. This will be the 
breaktime after the incident.

• We also have a series of reports to support pupils – Blue / 
Orange / Yellow / Red
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Uniform Expectations – Years 7-11

Link to Years 7 – 11 Uniform Policy

https://www.nks.kent.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/8/09F0D7B748413DE38ED45363A96858DD.pdf
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Uniform Expectations – Years 7-11

Link to Years 7 – 11 Uniform Policy

https://www.nks.kent.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/8/09F0D7B748413DE38ED45363A96858DD.pdf
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Uniform Expectations – Years 7-11

Link to Years 7 – 11 Uniform Policy

Summer Uniform
• In the summer, when temperatures can be consistently high; summer uniform will 

operate. 
• This means that blazers do not have to be worn and shorts can be worn. However, if a 

student is not warm enough, it is their blazer that should be worn. It cannot be 
replaced by other items such as hoodies, jumpers or coats.

• If particularly cold, a school jumper can still be worn under the blazer. 
• Summer uniform commences at the start of Term 6.
• If it is particularly hot prior to term 6, Summer Uniform may commence early. This 

would be communicated to all staff, students and parents.

Exceptions
• Exceptions to the uniform policy may be granted for reasons of religious observance. 

This would only be permitted following discussions between parents and the relevant 
Head of Year/Student Support Manager.

https://www.nks.kent.sch.uk/_site/data/files/users/8/09F0D7B748413DE38ED45363A96858DD.pdf


You might have noticed in the news....



The basic principles from September 2024

Mobile phones and electronic devices are not allowed 
to be used or seen during the school day, this includes 
break and lunch times. “Off and Away”.

Students must put away their mobile phones as soon 
as they enter the school grounds. This also applies to 
earphones/headphones and smart watches, as well as 
handheld gaming device/ tablets , these are classed as 
“Electronic Devices”

If a student is seen with an “Electronic Device” or uses 
them for any purpose during the school day, it will be 
confiscated on sight by a member of staff.  The 
member of staff will deposit the phone at reception to 
be securely stored.



The basic principles from September 2024

First confiscation – Phone/device can be collected by the student at the end of 
the day from reception. The student will also receive a L1.

Second confiscation- (second instance during any half term) Phone/device can 
be collected at the end of the day from reception. The student will also receive 
a L2.

Third confiscation – (third instance during any half term) The phone/device will 
be taken to reception and a L3 set. Parents will be called to come in a collect 
the phone.



Other details- From September 2024

When can students use electronic devices/phones?
Students will be allowed to use their phones/electronic devices once Period 5 finishes and the 
member of staff has dismissed the class from the teaching room as students have finished their 
learning for the day.

How will students access their timetable/homework

Students will have a paper based timetable that they can keep in their blazer pocket, like their 

uniform card.

We are increasing the amount of computers in the library so students have the option to 

complete homework on these before school, break and lunch times. We also offer a homework 

club afterschool. Otherwise, students complete homework at home.

Other schools let students use mobile phones.

Secondary schools in Ashford have made changes based on the government guidelines and 

research.  Other local schools have very similar sanctions/policies.  Reports suggest the 

government will be making this rule statutory soon.



Online systems and support  - Departmental homework

Subject Online textbook or app 
name

Parental login What to do if 
forgotten password

Maths Sparx Maths No See Maths teacher

Languages ActiveLearn No Follow links on the 
login page

Science Century / Kerboodle No See Science teacher

Geography Hodder Boost No See Geog teacher

English Century No See English teacher

All other SatchelOne Yes See SSM or 
computing teacher

• To further support pupil engagement the school library is open from 8:00 
everyday and pupils can use it at break and lunchtime also

• We also have a free homework club everyday from 15:15-16:30



Online systems and support - Satchel One 

• Pupil and parent portals
• You can see what homework 

has been set and what has 
been checked as completed

• Your son was given your 
login information on 
Wednesday last week

• Mr Gowen runs a computing support session in D15 
every Tuesday lunchtime (plus this Tuesday afterschool)

• If your son is having issues logging on, accessing apps etc 
then they should be here.

• He has a series of video guides to further support:
• YouTube QuickGuides Playlist

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfzCX62PY4A&list=PL_lByqPaTpqbOODTvbZPWKUkgiKYeYgwM&index=3


Online systems and 
support - Arbor

• Arbor is the schools MIS

• Main source of communications

• Achievement and behaviour 
points

• WEB based and app

• Pupils can access this and the app 
to see their timetables, additional 
sessions etc



Online systems and support - School 
Website (Students)

• All of the previous 
information and apps 
plus many more can 
be accessed through 
the student portal on 
the school website



Online systems and support - School 
Website (Parents)

• Parents also have their 
own parental portal on 
the school website

• This gives you direct 
access to SatchelOne, 
Scopay and Arbor if 
you do not have or 
want to use the apps
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Data and monitoring Monitoring Points for Year 7:
Monitoring 1 – October
Monitoring 2 – Feb 
(Comments)
Monitoring 3 - June

M – Mastery  – 1st 
quartile

S – Secure – 2nd  
quartile

D – Developing  - 3rd 
quartile

E – Emerging – 4th 
quartile

ATL
1 - Excellent
2 - Good
3 – Requires some 
improvement
4 - Inadequate

• Each term minimum of one piece of marked 
work per subject with development 
comments

• Their monitoring is a culmination of these 
and their work in class throughout the year

1
2
3
4
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Further information? - Curriculum
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Curriculum

Individual subject 
content can be found by 
going to the Knatchbull 
Baccalaureate page and 
clicking on the subject



cc

Curriculum



Further Information – School Calendar

• Stay in touch with 
what is happening 
at the school by 
subscribing to the 
calendar on our 
website

• This downloads our 
events into your 
calendar

• Parents -> School 
Calendar -> 
Subscribe



1. Access Satchel One on a regular basis (your parental logins were sent home last week)

2. Have discussions regarding upcoming monitoring deadlines

3. If possible, provide a dedicated workspace at home

4. Attend parents evening

5. Set out clear expectations at home

6. Ask for help from us if it is needed – form tutor or year team

7. Consider any additional needs that your son may need support with or any additional 

support that you might be eligible for, ie Free School Meals etc

8. Direct them to the support available – we cannot help if we do not know

Further Information: How can you support 
your son?



Additional Educational Support – 
Mr Uttin
• Nurture Area

• Mainstream Core Standards

 - Teachers support within the classroom using well know strategies 
for various needs

• Learning Support Assistants

 - 5 in total supporting students with EHCP’s

• What should I do if I have a concern about a specific subject / 
lesson?

 - In the first instance contact the teacher of that subject.

• What should I do if I have a concern about a potential learning 
need?

 - Contact Mr Uttin

Contact Details – puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk

• Support with educational resources or texts

• Support with educational trips and visits

• FSM pupils are eligible for a lunch in the 
canteen

• FSM and PP pupils need a reapplication every 6 
years to maintain funding

• Travel Saver bus pass (on the Y7 admissions 
page)

• An email will go out after this session 
highlighting how and where to apply

• Free school meals - Kent County Council

 

Contact Details – sneale@nks.kent.sch.uk

Pupil Premium and FSM - 
Miss Neale

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-2,3


Here to help – any questions please 
come and ask us

Mr W Trafford 

Head of Year 7

wtrafford@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mrs S Parsonage

Student Support Manager for Year 7

sparsonage@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mr Uttin 

SENCO

puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk

Mr R Hoyte

Head of KS3/Senior Leadership Team

RHoyte@nks.kent.sch.uk

 

Miss Neale

Pupil Premium/FSM/Senior 
Leadership Team 

sneale@nks.kent.sch.uk

mailto:wtrafford@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:sparsonage@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:RHoyte@nks.kent.sch.uk
mailto:puttin@nks.kent.sch.uk
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