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1. Rationale/Purpose  
The Norton Knatchbull School aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all its students. This can 
be achieved through a mixture of activities both during the school day and during extra-curricular time. When 
organising extra-curricular activities, due consideration will be given to the cost-benefit balance and value 
for money. Whilst it is recognised that not all students will be able to participate in all activities, the school 
aims to ensure the broadest participation possible.  

  
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that, during the school day, all children have full and free access to a 
broad and balanced curriculum. The school day is defined as running from the start of morning registration 
until the end of period 5.    

  
2. Implementation  

All activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum plus Religious Education will be provided 
free of charge. This includes any materials, equipment and transport to take pupils between the school and 
the activity. It excludes charges made for teaching individual pupils or groups of up to four pupils to play a 
musical instrument.   

  
There will be no charge for any activity that is an essential part of the syllabus for an approved examination 
unless:  
• The examination is on the set list, but the pupil was not prepared for it at this school 
• The examinations subject is not taught to the student supported is requested by the 

pupil or the pupils’ guardians 
• A pupil fails without good reason to complete the requirements of any examination where the governing 

body originally paid or agreed to pay the entry fee.  
  

Voluntary contributions may be sought for activities during the school day which entail additional costs.  
  

In these circumstances no pupil will be prevented from participating because their parents cannot or will not 
make a contribution. Children of parents who do not make a contribution will not be treated any differently. 
If a particular activity cannot take place without help from parents, this will be explained at the planning 
stage. An activity may be cancelled if not enough voluntary contributions are collected.   

  
From time to time, we may invite a non-school based organisation to arrange an activity during the school 
day. Such organisations may wish to charge parents, who may, if they wish, ask the headteacher to agree to 
their child being absent for that period.  

  
If a non-residential activity happens partly inside the school day and partly outside of it, there will be no 
charge if most of the time to be spent on the activity falls within the school day.  
Conversely, if the bigger proportion of time spent falls outside of the normal school day, charges will be 
made. When such activities are arranged parents will be told how the charges were calculated.  

   
 3. Residential  

Charges for board and lodging on residential visits will be (remitted) subsidised for pupils whose parents or 
guardians are in receipt of qualifying benefits, as defined by the Department for Education's current 
guidance on free school meals eligibility 
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4. Calculating charges  
When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will be based on 
the actual costs incurred with the addition of 6% administration charge, divided by the total number of pupils 
participating. The administration charge may be reduced on a discretionary basis on high-cost activities in 
order to keep cost affordable. There will be no levy on those who can pay to support those who can’t. Support 
for cases of hardship will come through voluntary contributions and fundraising.   
 
In the event of a surplus arising in any chargeable school trip, this surplus will be refunded to parents /carers 
if it exceeds £5 per student.  

  
Parents who would qualify for support are those who are in receipt of Income Support, Income-based 
Jobseeker’s Allowance, support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, Child Tax Credit, the 
guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.  

  
The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to the school and/or 
charges to parents.  
 

5. Optional extras 
Charges may be made by the School for “optional extras”. These are: 

• Education outside school hours and which do not fall within the national curriculum, part of a 
syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the School or part 
of religious education; 

• Exam entrance fee where the pupil  was not prepared for  at the School; 
• Board and lodging for a residential visit; 
• Extended day services. 
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NKS Equality Impact Assessment 

The purpose of an Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) 

To ensure that policies, functions, plans or decisions do not create unnecessary barriers for people protected 
under the Equality Act 2010. Where negative impacts are identified these should be eliminated or minimised, 
and opportunities for positive impact should be maximised. 

POLICY STATUS 

Annual review 

THIS POLICY WILL AFFECT 

• Pupils 
• Parents 

Impact analysis 

GROUP POSITIVE  NEUTRAL  NEGATIVE  WHY WILL THE POLICY HAVE THIS EFFECT? 

Sex  X  Charging and remission procedures apply equally to 
all sexes. 

Race  X  No differential impact identified; provision applies 
regardless of ethnicity. 

Religion or 
belief  X  No religious group is advantaged or disadvantaged; 

Religious Education is provided free of charge. 
Sexual 
orientation  X  No relevance to policy. 

Gender 
reassignment  X  Policy does not affect individuals undergoing or who 

have undergone gender reassignment. 
Pregnancy or 
maternity  X  No impact on access to charging/remission. 

Age  X  All students are of school age; neutral impact. 

Disability X   
Financial remission helps ensure pupils with 
disabilities are not excluded from key opportunities 
due to costs. 

Marriage or 
civil 
partnership 

 X  Not relevant to pupil-focused school policy. 

English as an 
additional 
language 

 X  
The policy is neutral; however, communication 
materials may need translation to support 
understanding. 

Looked-after 
children X   Remission of charges and consideration of hardship 

ensure inclusive access. 
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Families with 
separated 
parents 

 X  
Charging/remission decisions apply per pupil, not 
based on family structure. 

 

INTERSECTIONAL IMPACT 

None 

OUTCOMES 

The policy provides a clear structure for ensuring that no pupil is excluded from curriculum or essential enrichment 
opportunities due to financial hardship. Support for disadvantaged pupils, including those with disabilities or in 
care, is built into the charging framework. The policy promotes inclusion and aligns with duties under the Equality 
Act 2010. 

CONSULTATION AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

No consultation required 

FINAL DECISION ON POLICY 

No changes as a result of the review 
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